
Idaho P.E.O.

Our goal is to share, educate, 

enlighten, and welcome each of 

you to our Idaho treasure, 

The Idaho P.E.O. Chapter House.

Chapter House 
Summer 2022  
Newsletter

Saturday, Sept. 10, 2022
2:00pm — 4:00pm

Cost is $15.00
Bring hats, old and new (optional)

Unaffiliates and potential  
members are welcome.

R.S.V.P by Friday, September 2nd
Call, text, or email:

Bernadette Hoover
15405 David St.  •  Caldwell, ID 83607

Phone:  208 250-3733
Email:  bhoover15405@gmail.com

Make checks payable to
Caldwell PEO Reciprocity Committee 

and mail to the above address.

Winery Visit
On a pleasant afternoon in June some of the Chapter House residents 
traded their regular Wednesday Happy Hour for a visit to some wineries 
in the Sunnyslope area. 

The first stop was Hat Ranch Winery which used to be a farm owned 
by resident Glenda’s aunt and uncle. We sampled some delicious wines 
on the patio and enjoyed hearing stories of some of Glenda’s childhood 
memories on the farm. 

The next stop was Sawtooth Winery which happened to be just over the 
hill from resident Donna’s former home.

Caldwell P.E.O. Reciprocity 

Committee invites you to a 

Chapter House Tea



LOVE
IN

P.E.O.
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Welcoming Two New Members to the 
Chapter House Board. 

Valerie Grahek 
 
Valerie Grahek is one of the new members of the Chapter House Board. She 
is a member of Chapter BY Nampa and first joined a chapter in Placerville, 
California, in 2002. She has held all chapter offices except Corresponding 
Secretary. She was most recently on the State Convention planning 
committee for the convention held in Boise in June. 

Valerie spent her early years through high school in Boise and attended 
Boise Junior College just before it transitioned to Boise State College. She 
spent the next fifty years living other places, mostly in California. She 
worked at multiple occupations, including bookkeeping, banking, and 
veterinary receptionist/scheduler. Valerie and her husband Randy moved 
to Nampa five years ago. They have been married 23 years. She has one 
daughter who lives in Phoenix. 

Valerie enjoys reading, walking and bible studies in her spare time. She is 
looking forward to getting know the other members of the Board, as well 
as the sisters who live at the Chapter House. 

Myrna Strom
Chapter House Board Trustee
Myrna Strom has been elected to the Chapter House Board of Trustees from Chapter 
CG, Boise.  She joined P.E.O. in 2012.  She held the office of Corresponding Secretary for 
Chapter CG and also was its Fundraising Chair.  She was ISC Membership Chair for two 
years and took the opportunity to have Membership Training in Orlando.  

She likes the teamwork aspect of P.E.O. and caring for each other, particularly when 
health issues arise.  Having cared for her mother-in-law for two months drove her to 
involvement with Idaho P.E.O. Chapter House.  Myrna was born and raised in the Twin 
Falls area where she lived for 12 years of her married life.  She still considers Twin Falls 
friends a "home base."  She has attended seven State Conventions as delegate and one, 
as guest.  She feels most fortunate to have attended the last International Convention 
in Des Moines, Iowa.

She is a graduate of the College of Idaho in zoology and just short of that degree she 
obtained her teaching certificate.  Shortly thereafter she began teaching both math 
and zoology.  Myrna is impressed with P.E.O. International organizationally and for the 
way they track membership so well.  She relishes her time as caregiver/grandmother 
since infancy to her granddaughter who is now six and "smart as a whip." 
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Remembering 
Dear Sisters

The Caldwell Reciprocity Chapter held a memorial 
service for two longtime P.E.O. members who gave 
generously of their time to the Chapter House. 
Bernie Hoover, Chapter F, welcomed guests on the 
patio to the service for two special sisters.

Bobbie Bonaminio spoke in memory of Luise 
Lonergan who taught school in Washington and 
Caldwell and was instrumental in starting the 
Caldwell Diaper Bank, the first diaper bank in 
Idaho. Luise was an active participant in several 
P.E.O. chapters. Chapter BM, Caldwell, donated two 
shrubs in memory of Luise Lonergan. The two Mops 

Cypress shrubs flank the front steps to the Chapter 
House.

Sylvia Hunt spoke about her friend Margaret 
Vernon. Margaret was highly involved in P.E.O. 
in several chapters around the state. Her passion 
was the Chapter House and through the years she 
became the unofficial historian. Margaret became 
a resident of the Chapter House after her husband 
passed away and lived there until April 2021. The 
residents of the Chapter House donated a weeping 
blue atlas cedar tree for the patio bed in memory of 
their friend and sister, Margaret.



Caldwell High School 
Student Volunteers
The Chapter House has been so fortunate to have the help 
of some wonderful students from Caldwell High School. 
Caldwell High School seniors each need to provide thirty 
hours of service to the community to graduate. In early July, 
we had a handful of hard-working students at the Chapter 
House spreading bark and moving some plants. 

Their efforts are greatly appreciated by the ladies and the 
Chapter House community, and we look forward to seeing 
them again.

Maintenance Projects 
There always seems to be a surprise around the 
Chapter House. On the day Rikki was moving out 
of her cottage, water began backing up through 
the shower drain and onto the floor. The plumbers 
diagnosed the problem as tree roots growing 
through the old sewer pipe along with crumbling 
pipes. Thankfully, Dr. Pipeline of Nampa was able 
to thread new piping inside the failing pipe with 
minimum disruption.

At the same time the sewer work was being done, 
we discovered a radiator in an upstairs apartment 
in the mansion had been leaking causing water 
damage to the carpet and flooring. The mitigation 
company came in that day, removed the carpeting 
and a section of the wood floor underneath, and 
set up fans to dry out the flooring.
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Kampi & Lily

Luis & Alejandro



Gardening update
The Chapter House has gotten a good start on our 
landscaping plans this spring and summer. Generous 
donations from Idaho Gives and several chapters have 
allowed us to purchase plants to fill in a few of the beds.

Sisters from Chapter BU in Boise, along with a few of their 
BILs, spent an entire day weeding and planting a large 
bed along Kimball Avenue. The plants in this bed were 
purchased by Chapter I, Emmett, and will soon have a 
plaque to honor them.
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Contact Us:
We invite you to submit your stories, experiences and 
testimonials so that we can spread the word about the 
Chapter House.  Email to idpeoch@gmail.com,  with your 
questions or comments.  Thank you.

Chapter House Newsletter Team 
• Mary Buchanan, H
• Phyllis Bulgin, BQ
• Jennifer Kerr, N

• Sharon Hubler, BT
• Jacque Scott, AU
• Myrna Strom, CG http://peochapterhouseidaho.org

Lunch & Learn
In June we hosted our first Lunch 
& Learn since the beginning of the 
pandemic. “The Magic of Quilts” was 
presented by Chapter BQ in memory 
of their sister and gifted quilter, Joyce 
Alexander. 

After her passing, Joyce’s many quilts 
have funded P.E.O. scholarships for 
women.

Lunch & Learn will 
return in September 
so watch for more 
information.

Chapter AD 
Joined us for Lunch
Chapter AD brought about ten of 
their sisters for lunch and a tour 
of the Chapter House grounds in 
June. The conversation around the 
table was spirited and delightful. 
We would love to have you or your 
chapter join us for lunch. Just give 
us a call to make arrangements.


