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Our goal is to share, educate, enlighten, and 

welcome each of you to our Idaho treasure, 

The Idaho P.E.O. Chapter House.

Chapter House Newsletter

Full House
For the first time anyone around 

here can remember, the Chapter 

House is 100% occupied!  We 

have residents living in every 

cottage, in all three apartments 

upstairs in the mansion and, 

as of September 1st, we have 

rented out the former guest 

suite on the main floor of the 

mansion. 

It is so much fun to have our 

P.E.O. sisters filling up all the 

living spaces at the Chapter 

House.  

We do maintain a waiting list.  

Those on our waiting list will 

be notified of any vacancies as 

they arise.   

So if you would like to be 

added to the list please 

contact Jennifer at: 

idpeoch@gmail.com or 

208-459-3552 

Our mansion is looking fresh and clean these days after a 

good pressure washing and window washing.  Not only does 

it make the mansion look brighter and cleaner, but it also 

helps to preserve the paint job, saving money in the long run.

The Grand Lady Gets a Bath



IDAHO P.E.O. CHAPTER HOUSE NEWSLETTER   |   SEPTEMBER 2021   |   Page 2

We had an opportunity to freshen 

up and complete some long-needed 

projects before our newest resident 

moved into the empty cottage.

Through a combination of donations 

directed toward this cottage, the 

entire unit was repainted on the 

inside and new luxury vinyl flooring 

was installed throughout the kitchen 

and living areas. Newer, energy 

efficient LED lighting was installed 

in the kitchen, bathrooms, and back 

porch.  Our biggest project involved 

removing the bathtub in the main 

bathroom and putting in a much safer 

walk-in shower.  

Rikki, our newest resident, and her 

sweet pup Bella, moved in on August 

14th and are thrilled with their new 

home.

Cottage 
Renovations

Two new outdoor ceiling fans/lights 

were installed on our covered patio 

thanks to a thoughtful and generous 

donor.  The fans have already provided 

more enjoyment of the patio on hot, 

hot days and have also added some 

evening ambiance for the ladies.

New Fans on the Patio
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Welcome to our new resident Rikki 
who, with her pink hair and her "I 
choose to be happy today" mantra, is 
a great addition to the cottages.  

She belongs to Chapter I, Emmett and 
intends to maintain her membership 
there because she has recruited five 
sisters since joining in January 2014 
and is, in fact, membership chair. 

She became a widow August 2020 and 
she cherishes the 45 years together 
with husband Bob raising four children 
in a blended family.

She grew up in Burley and as a 
single mom moved to Boise where 
she worked claims for an insurance 
company and then spent 17 years in 
tele-communications.  Rikki will spend 
January through April in Yuma, AZ.  
She says, "I love it here.  I love all the 
ladies.  I'm the baby here at 71.”

Welcome
Rikki and Bella 

we’re so glad you’re here!

Meet Our Newest 
Resident, Rikki 

Paula Copeland, horticulturist, has agreed to survey our 

property and recommend a long-term garden-beds-

landscaping plan for us to follow. It will include what 

types of plants and shrubs to plant and where, which 

plants and shrubs need to be removed, and how to care 

for the ones we will keep in place. Care will be given 

to make items reasonably priced, low maintenance, but 

will include color and interesting plants and flowers 

from spring to fall. 

The grounds and maintenance committee are anxious 

to see her thoughts and ideas in the months to come. 

Stay tuned!! 

LANDSCAPING
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Phyllis was born and raised in 

Nampa, Idaho spending a lot 

of time with her family in the 

mountains of Idaho, fishing, 

hiking, and visiting relatives.  

She went to one year of college 

at Idaho State University then 

a two-year nursing school with 

her mother with an outcome of an LPN license. A 

year later and working she met Ed through her 

sister.  They got married and moved to St. Louis, 

MO, where she worked in an orthopedic office for 

three years and then started a family.  A daughter 

Dawn, and son Michael, were born in St. Louis 

and then they moved to Dayton, Ohio for a year.  

Ed was an engineer for Monsanto, Chemical Co. 

for 8 years.  Phyllis, was homesick for Idaho so 

Ed found a job with the Amalgamated Sugar 

Company and throughout the years, worked with 

this company as a Plant Manager for 2 plants 

and then became the Corporate Chief Engineer, 

as well as being the Head of the Department for 

Environmental Services.  

Phyllis at this time was involved with the children 

in 4-H, school, and tennis.  Both children were 

ranked as state tennis players.  Phyllis then 

became involved with tennis and played League 

tennis for years.  After the children became 

college age, she renewed her Nursing license 

and worked part-time as an orthopedic nurse in 

Caldwell, took rehabilitation classes, worked at 

West Valley Hospital as well as Mercy Medical 

Center. 

Phyllis joined PEO in 1992 with the AX Chapter 

in Nampa, then when she and her husband 

retired, they moved mostly to Donnelly, ID, she 

transferred her membership to Chapter BQ in 

McCall. 

Her daughter Dawn, and son-in-law Erik, who 

have lived in Texas for many years will be moving 

to Valley County next year.  They have one child, 

Remington, who is working toward her PhD on 

fellowship at Baylor University, in Waco, TX.  

Their son Michael is with ATT as a supervisor and 

has one son Drake who is starting 9th grade at 

Meridian High School.  Dawn will be transferring 

her PEO membership to BQ once they get moved.

At present Phyllis enjoys her hobbies of fiber arts.  

She spins and makes yarn with wool fiber. Her 

passion right now is hooking rugs using her own 

patterns.  She also is very involved with Roseberry 

which houses the Valley County Museum and 

the 23 buildings in the complex.  Roseberry is 

administered by the Long Valley Preservation 

Society of which she is a board member.  Aside 

from being involved with her PEO chapter BQ, 

she is also a member of the American Legion 

Auxiliary in Cascade, ID.

MEET OUR NEW BOARD MEMBER PHYLLIS BULGIN
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Contact Us:
We invite you to submit your stories, experiences and 
testimonials so that we can spread the word about the 
Chapter House.  Email to idpeoch@gmail.com,  with your 
questions or comments.  Thank you.

Chapter House Newsletter Team 
• Mary Buchanan, H
• Phyllis Bulgin, BQ
• Tamara Cates, CO

• Sharon Hubler, BT
• Jacque Scott, AU
• Jennifer Kerr, N http://peochapterhouseidaho.org

Beautiful New 
FLORAL ARRANGEMENTS

The Chapter House is looking so pretty and fresh with a dozen 

new silk flower arrangements created and donated by Cheri 

Cunningham of Chapter N, Nampa. 

We are so appreciative, and in addition to Cheri, our thanks 

go to the local and online businesses who donated and/or 

provided deep discounts on the floral materials.

Remember This Article From June 2021?
Our June newsletter mentioned the beautiful new floral arrangements donated to the Chapter 

House (see below).  We inadvertently missed including our generous donors with the article.  

Our sincere thanks go to the following businesses for donating and/or providing discounts on 

supplies for the many floral arrangements.

Emmett Floral Company
www.emmettfloralco.com
208-369-7886

Village Antiques 
1309 2nd Street South
Nampa, ID  83651  
(208) 467-0900

A Beautiful Mess Vintage & 
Home Décor, Nampa
@abeautifulmessvintagedecor
208-484-5660

The Thrifty Owl
1407 2nd Street South, Nampa
208-546-4151

Prestige Botanicals
www.prestigebotanicals.com

Afloral
www.afloral.com

The Last Straw
www.thelaststrawinc.com

We are looking forward to introducing our newest resident, Linda, and 

newest board member, Tamara Cates, in next month’s newsletter.
A Quick 

Note

Acknowledging
THE DONORS


